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Established geographical indication: ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ 

 

Category of spirit drink: Liqueur 
 

The name ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’, registered as a geographical indication for Greece 

pursuant to point 32 of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 110/2008, is used in combination with the 

sales denomination ‘liqueur’. 

 

Description of the alcoholic beverage 
 

-Physical, chemical and/or organoleptic characteristics 

 

‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ liqueur must have the following characteristics: 

 

(a) be transparent and colourless, sometimes with a yellowish tinge; 

 

(b) its ingredients are: water, ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin, ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin 

flavoured by distillation with Chios mastic, sweeteners and in some cases Chios mastic oil. No other 

ingredients may be used; 

 

(c) The Chios mastic and Chios mastic oil used in the production of the beverage must meet 

the conditions under which it was established as a protected designation of origin (PDO) in 

points B and C of the Annex to Regulation (EC) No 123/97 supplementing the Annex to 

Regulation (EC) No 1107/96 on the registration of geographical indications and designations 

of origin under the procedure laid down in Article 17 of Regulation (EEC) No 2081/92. These 

conditions are laid down in sections A (Chios mastic) and C (Chios mastic oil) of Decision No 317707 

of the Minister for Agriculture on the recognition of protected designation of origin (PDO) for Mastiha 

of Chios and other products (Government Gazette 17, Series II, No 14-1-1994). 

 

(d) The minimum sugar content of the beverage is 150 grams per litre.  

 

(e) The minimum alcohol content of the beverage is 20% vol. 

 

-Specific characteristics (compared with alcoholic beverages in the same category) 

 

The characteristic flavour of ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ comes from the resin 

(Chios mastic) and/or essential oil (Chios mastic oil) used to flavour it. This is extracted from 

the mastic tree (Pistacia Lentiscus or Latifolia [sic]) which grows on Chios. 
 

The minimum alcoholic strength is 20% vol. (rather than the minimum content of 15 % vol. generally 

applicable to liqueurs under point 32(b) of Annex II of Regulation (EC) No 110/2008).  
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The minimum sugar content, expressed as invert sugar, is 150 grams per litre (rather than the 

minimum content of 100 grams per litre generally applicable to liqueurs under the third indent of point 

32(a)(i) of Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 110/2008).  

 

Although liqueurs in general may be coloured and flavoured in accordance with points (9) and (10) of 

Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 110/2008, no flavouring or colours may be added to ‘Mastiha of 

Chios/Masticha of Chios’ liqueur. 

 

Geographical area concerned 
 

The ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ geographical indication may be used only for liqueur 

produced on the island of Chios. 

 

Specifically, for the geographical indication to be used, the entire production procedure, from the stage 

of flavouring with distilled ethyl alcohol to the final preparation of the beverage and its bottling, must 

be carried out in the production facilities of undertakings located on the island of Chios.  

 

The requirement that alcoholic beverages with a geographical indication must be bottled in the 

geographical area concerned is Greece’s standard position on the issue, and has been reflected over 

time in all the national legislative provisions. 

 

The requirement is based exclusively on the substantive objective considerations (ultimately related to 

the nature of alcoholic beverages) of protecting and guaranteeing the identity and quality of the 

products and therefore the reputation of the geographical indication in question. 

 

Moreover, the traditional nature of alcoholic beverages, especially those with a geographical 

indication, is an integral part of their identity, and this has been consistently reflected in the Union’s 

legislation. More precisely, as a part of the tradition, the fact that these drinks are bottled in the 

geographical area where they are produced is taken for granted not only by consumers but also by 

distilleries, which, upholding the tradition, bottle their own alcoholic beverages, fully aware that this is 

the only way to ensure that the final product is authentic. 

 

Method used to obtain the alcoholic beverage 
 

‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ is produced by flavouring ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin 

with mastic from Chios. This is done by distilling ethyl alcohol in the presence of Chios mastic, and in 

some cases by adding Chios mastic oil. The distillation is done in traditional discontinuous copper 

stills with a maximum capacity of 1 000 litres. 

 

The alcohol flavoured by distillation represents at least 30% of the alcoholic strength of the beverage. 

To the mixture resulting from blending the alcohol flavoured by distillation with ethyl alcohol, water 

is added until the desired alcoholic strength is reached as well as sweeteners in accordance with 

point (3) of Annex I to the Regulation. 

 

Link with the geographical area or origin 
 

In principle the name mastiha (mastic) of Chios refers to resin from the native tree Pistacia 

lentiscus var. Chia, which thrives and is cultivated in the south of the island of Chios. This 

resin is unique and is not produced in any other part of the world. 

 

Mastiha of Chios (resin) has a long history, dating back to ancient Greece, where it was used in many 

different ways, including in the production of spirit drinks, since it is soluble in alcohol. 

 



Mastic oil was said to be used by the Roman emperor Heliogabalus (3rd century A.D.) to produce 

mastic wine, which was probably similar to the modern-day ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’
1
. 

 

Travellers returning from Chios in the mid-19th century told of mastic being used to produce a local 

liqueur. This drink, called ‘mastihi’, ‘mastiha’ or ‘raki’, was generally consumed mixed with water 

before a meal, not only in Chios but also elsewhere in Greece, in Turkey and across the Eastern 

Mediterranean
234

. 

 

Liqueurs flavoured with Chios mastic and/or mastic oil have long been produced in many parts of 

Greece. However, thanks to the abundance in Chios of the basic ingredient of the drink, a special 

technique to produce the liqueur was developed over the centuries, resulting in a product that is truly 

unique. 

 

The situation described above is reflected in Greek legislation, which first recognized the liqueur 

‘mastiha’ in 1976, and then ‘mastiha of Chios’ in 1986, as a Greek liqueur with a protected 

designation of origin. The name ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ was recognised as a 

geographical indication for the liqueur produced and bottled in Chios in 2003 under the relevant 

provisions in force at the time (Article 5(2) of Regulation (EEC) No 1576/89 on spirit drinks), and the 

specification was drawn up in 2004. 

 

National provisions 
 

Under Greek legislation, the Minister for Finance lays down the terms and conditions for the 

production and supply of alcoholic drinks which must be met in order for them to qualify for: 

 

 recognition of a geographical indication within the meaning of Article 15 of Regulation (EC) 

No 110/2008; 

 

 use of one of the recognised Greek geographical indications listed in Annex III to Regulation 

(EC) No 110/2008; 

 

 recognition of any geographical indication other than the above-mentioned designations. 

 

The inclusion of ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ as a Greek geographical indication in the 

liqueurs category provided an opportunity to amend the Greek legislation on ‘Mastiha of 

Chios/Masticha of Chios’ liqueur. 

 
Specifically, decision No 3023634/2911/0029/6-12-2004 of the Minister for Finance and Economic 

Affairs laying down the specification for ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ liqueur has been 

replaced by decision of the Deputy Minister for Finance (Government Gazette, Series II, No 2827/19-

10-2012) on the conditions for using the ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ geographical indication 

in combination with the sales denomination ‘liqueur’, which is the national legislation currently in 

force. 

 

The decision lays down the production terms, the specification, the relevant geographical area, specific 

rules on labelling, the monitoring procedures applied by the competent authorities and penalties in the 

event of infringements. 

 

                                                 
1 George I. Zolotas, History of Chios, Volume I, Historical Topography and Genealogy, Published in Athens by N.D. 

Sakelariou, 1921, p. 216.  
2 Philippos Argendis and Stilponos Kyriakidis, ‘Chios by geographers and travellers from the 8th to the 20th century’, 
Volume 12, Printing House Estia, Athens 1946. 
3 Hubert Pernot, 'The island of Chios', late 19th century with an introduction and translation by Kostas Choreanthis, 

Publications 'Chios, Calendar', 1981. 
4 Fustel de Coulanges, Memoire sur l'ile de Chio, 1856, Publications A. Karavia, 1977, p. 10. 



(The full text of the ministerial decision is provided in the Annex to the technical file). 

 

Applicant 
 

The technical file is submitted by the competent Greek authority, the full details of which are as 

follows: 

 

GREEK MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

SECRETARIAT-GENERAL FOR PUBLIC REVENUE 

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR THE GENERAL STATE CHEMICAL LABORATORY 

DIRECTORATE FOR ALCOHOL & FOOD 
Address: Anast. Tsocha 16  

Athens 115 21, Greece 

Tel.:  0030-210-6479273  

Fax:  0030-210-6468272 

e-mail:  alcohol_food@gcsl.gr 

 

 

Specific labelling rules 
(According to the national provisions currently in force) 

 

The name ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ must be printed on the bottle next to the sales 

denomination ‘liqueur’ in a single font, no larger than the font used for the sales denomination. The 

use of the words ‘of Chios’ or ‘Chiotiko’, any words derived from them or compound words 

containing them is not allowed in trade names of other alcoholic drinks. 
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ANNEX 
 

Decision No 30/077/2717 

 

Terms for the use of the ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ geographical indication in combination 

with the sales denomination liqueur. 

 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER FOR FINANCE 
 

Having regard to: 
 

1. The provisions under Heading III ‘Geographical indications’ of Regulation (EC) No 110/2008 

on the definition, description, presentation, labelling and the protection of geographical 

indications of spirit drinks and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 1576/89. 

 

2. Point 32 of Annex III to that Regulation, which lists, with respect to Greece, the ‘Mastiha of 

Chios/Masticha of Chios’ geographical indication as a spirit drink in the category ‘liqueur’. 

 

3. The provisions of Article 4(5)(a) of Law No 2969/2001; 

 

4. The provisions (Article 5, Part A, paragraphs 1, 2, 3(a) and 4) regarding geographical and 

traditional designations and names of Decision No 30/077/2131/23-6-2011 of the Deputy 

Minister for Finance regarding production and distribution of alcoholic beverages 

(Government Gazette, Series II, No 1946/Β/31-8-2011); 

 

5. The Annexes to Regulation (EC) No 123/1997 supplementing Regulation (EC) No 1107/96 

(in particular point B - Foodstuffs listed in Annex I to Regulation (EEC) No 2081/92 - natural 

gums and resins, and point C - Agricultural products listed in Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 

2081/92), read in conjunction with Article 19 of Regulation (EC) No 510/2006; 

 

6. Decision No 3023634/2911/0029/6-12-2004 of the Minister for Finance and Economic Affairs 

laying down the specifications for ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ liqueur (Government 

Gazette, Series II, No 1868/16-12-2004); 

 

7. Decision No 07927 ΕΞ//19-9-2012 of the Prime Minister and the Minister for Finance 

delegating powers to the Deputy Minister for Finance, Mr Georgios Mavraganis (Government 

Gazette, Series II, No 2574/24-9- 2012); 

 

8. The application of the distillers concerned and the information recorded in the deposited file; 

 

9. The recommendation dated 24 August 2012 of the Directorate for Alcohol, Alcoholic 

Beverages, Wine and Beer of the General State Chemical Laboratory; and 

 

10. The fact that this Decision entails no expenditure under the national budget, 

 

adopts the following decision: 

 

Article 1 
 

1. This decision lays down the production terms, quality standards and monitoring procedures 

that apply to the sales denomination ‘liqueur’ combined with the geographical indication 

‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’. This geographical indication has been registered for 

Greece in the liqueurs category pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 110/2008. 

 



2. The ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ indication shall be printed on the bottle next to the 

sales denomination ‘liqueur’ in a single font, no larger than the font used for the sales 

denomination. 

 

Article 2 
 

1. In order for the geographical indication to be used, the entire production procedure, from the 

stage of flavouring with distilled ethyl alcohol to the final preparation of the beverage and its 

bottling, must be carried out in the production facilities of undertakings located on the island 

of Chios. 

 

2. The drink must have the following characteristics: 

 

(a) be transparent and colourless, sometimes with a yellowish tinge; 

 

(b)  its ingredients are: water, ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin, ethyl alcohol of agricultural 

origin flavoured by distillation with Chios mastic, sweeteners and, if appropriate, Chios mastic 

oil. No other ingredients may be used; 

 

(c)  the alcohol flavoured by distillation with Chios mastic must account for at least 30% of 

the alcoholic strength of the beverage. The distillation is done in traditional discontinuous 

copper stills with a maximum capacity of 1 000 litres; 

 

(d)  the Chios mastic and Chios mastic oil used in the production of the beverage must meet 

the terms governing designation as a protected designation of origin (PDO) pursuant to points 

B and C of the Annex to Regulation (EC) No 123/97; 

 

(e) the minimum sugar content of the beverage is 150 gr per litre; 

 

(f) The minimum alcohol content of the beverage is 20% vol. 

 

3. Liqueur may not be released for consumption with the ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of Chios’ 

geographical indication unless the terms of this decision are met. 

 

4. The use of the words ‘of Chios’ or ‘Chiotiko’, words derived from them or compound words 

containing them shall not be allowed in trade names of other alcoholic drinks. 

 

Article 3 
 

1. Distillers who intend to produce and market liqueur with the ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of 

Chios’ geographical indication must submit to the local Chemical Laboratory Service, in 

addition to the supporting documents generally required to prove that spirit drinks comply 

with the relevant legislation (pursuant to Article 5(3) of Decision No 2131/077/2131/2011 of 

the Deputy Minister of Finance), all the relevant information proving that the product 

complies with the terms of this Decision. The latter shall, after examining the information 

submitted, issue the parties concerned with a certificate of legislative compliance, which also 

covers the use of the geographical indication. 

 

2. The local Chemical Laboratory Service shall regularly inspect the distillers who make use of 

this geographical indication, and shall revoke the above certificate if a distiller breaches 

Articles 1 and 2 of this Decision. 

 

3. Failure to observe the terms and conditions of this Decision shall constitute a breach of Law 

No 2969/2001 which shall be punishable pursuant to subparagraph (l) of Article 11(2) and/or 

subparagraph (h) of Article 12 of that Law. 



 

Article 4 
 

From the entry into force of this Decision, Decision No 3023634/2911/0029/6-12-2004 of the Minister 

for Finance and Economic Affairs laying down the specifications for ‘Mastiha of Chios/Masticha of 

Chios’ liqueur shall no longer apply. 

 

Article 5 
 

This Decision shall be published in the Government Gazette and shall enter into force on the date of its 

publication. 

 

Athens, 10 October 2012 
 

The Deputy Minister 

 

GEORGIOS MAVRAGANIS 
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